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NEW BOOKS REVIEWED. 

Mr. James is never concerned to give us a plot or an ending. 
He gives us the careful analysis of emotion and there we are — if 
we are not satisfied, we ought to be. He shows us here* Miss 
Julia Bride in all her transcendent prettiness and he analyzes 
her till we know every nook and corner of her mind and soul, 
every detail of her unsheltered, rather sordid life, every hope 
and ambition of her somewhat smudged but aspiring spirit. Then 
brusquely, having bared her completely, for our view, having 
showed up her background and her helplessness in the greedy 
hands of her associates, the great author leaves her face down- 
wards, weeping in her pillows. 

It is a piece out of life, wonderfully done, with no single detail 
slurred. We should know any one of these people if we met 
them again in the street. We have seen them so plainly going 
their ways, pursuing their ends; we know the very lines their 
weakness or slackness have drawn in their faces and figures. If 
we are not bigger and better for so much human data added to our 
knowledge, that is our fault and not the author's. 

The story falls into what might be called Mr. James's middle 
manner. It is close-woven and erudite without having a sentence 
structure so involved as to necessitate a half-dozen readings in 
order to get all the delicate nuances and folds upon folds of sig- 
nificance. Mr. James knows more, feels more delicately, notes 
more finely than other writers and has a verbal process to match 
the mental method. 

Here comes a new master swimming into our ken. " The Five 
Towns " was the advance herald, but in " Old Wives' Tale " Mr. 
Bennett has arrived. It is a great novel.-j- 

*" Julia Bride." By Henry James. New York: Harper & Brothers, 
1909. 

f"01d Wives' Tale." By Arnold Bennett. New York: Hodder and 
Stoughton, 1909. 
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Mr. Bennett is one more novelist down, on his knees to life. 
He looks at life and wonders at its strangeness, its pathos, its 
moments of beauty. Without artificial gloss, without flourishes 
or conventions, he tells us all about life, the rising and the pass- 
ing of the generations of men, their blind groping after happi- 
ness, their acquiescence and still absorption in the little details 
of comfort and then the end. No one is a hero or a heroine here. 
The most heroic figure, and the most absurd and pathetic, is 
Samuel Povey, introduced with the toothache and ending with a 
great cause and pneumonia. Constance, Sophia and their mother 
we might meet any day, and the novel closes with a division 
headed: "What life is." Closing it, one feels that one has been 
caught and held still awhile from the everlasting diverting 
activities of life and one has looked long and quietly into the 
eyes of the Sphinx herself. 

Both style and power of description match sincerity and truth 
in this novel and make it a real addition to the great tradition 
of the English novel. 



We have said before in these columns that Mr. Wells is a great 
novelist. He is, too, a great novelist without being a great writer. 
He is not like the late Mr. Meredith, great by reason of a pro- 
found, far-glancing culture, or like Mr. James by reason of a 
subtle, psychological gift, or like Joseph Conrad because he is an 
extraordinary artist in words, but he is great by reason of his 
searching, frank, straightforward, unhampered outlook upon life. 
In " Tono-Bungay " (a very great novel, by the bye) he showed 
us the decaying institutions of old England as they affected a 
young man of the lower middle class. In Ann Veronica* he 
takes a handsome, athletic, keen-minded, bold-spirited girl from 
the professional classes and depicts her life with the same pene- 
tration and precision he devoted to the man. With Bernard 
Shaw, Mr. Wells evidently believes in the "new woman." Ann 
Veronica would have been a startling revelation of the possibilities 
of progress to one of Miss Austen's heroines. Of traditional 
maidenliness there is no whit left, and Ann Veronica, with her 
course in jiu-jitsu, her advanced work in a biological laboratory, 

•"Ann Veronica." By H. G. Wells. New York: Harper & Brothers, 
1909. 



